The Um&yyad Emirate
The receipt of this news made a deep impression on Yusuf, hq
bad caused distrust by executing three rebel Ifuraishite chiefs at the
instance of Sumail, and his resolution to attack the pretender imme-
diately caused the desertion of almost the whole of his army, which was
reluctant to undertake a fresh campaign in the depth of winter and in
the mountainous district of Regio (Malaga). Yusuf therefore opened
negotiations with ^Abd-ar-Eftliman, His envoys had an interview with
'Abd'ar-Rahman, whom they found surrounded by his little court, in
which 'Ubaid-AUah held the first place; and they offered him on Yusuf s
behalf a safe refuge in Cordova, the hand of Yusufs daughter as well as
a large dowry and the lands of Caliph Hisham. They shewed him as
evidence of good faith a letter from Yusuf and promised him magnificent
presents, left cautiously behind. These terms seemed satisfactory to the
Umayyads; *Ubaid-Allah was on the point of answering Yusufs letter,
when the envoy Khalid, a renegade Spaniard, insolently told him that he
was incapable of writing a letter like his; 'Ubaid- Allah's Arab pride was
wounded by the Spaniard's reproach, and he gave orders for his arrest.
The negotiations were broken off.
As soon as winter was over <Abd-ar-Rahman advanced to Archidona,
where the Kaisite governor, Jidar, proclaimed him Emir, and entered
Seville about the middle of March 756, He then marched out towards
Cordova along the left bank of the Guadalquivir, while Yusuf advanced
to Seville along the right bank1. On sighting one another the two armies
continued their march towards Cordova, still separated by the river. As
soon as they reached Mosara, SAbd-ar-Rahman resolved to give battle.
By a cunning move he managed to cross the river without any opposi-
tion from Yusuf, a manoeuvre which gave him provisions for his troops.
On Friday, 14 May, a sacrificial feast, being the day of the battle of
Marj Rahit2, which had given the crown to the Umayyads of the East,
the combat opened. The cavalry of 6Abd-ar-RaJtiman routed the right wing
and centre of the army commanded by Yusuf and Sumail, who each saw
the death of his own son. The left wing alone sustained the attack all
day until all the notable Kaisites had fallen, including their chief
'TJbaid. The victors began to pillage ; but *Abd-ar-Rahman forbade
it and shewed magnanimity in his treatment of Yusufs wife and sons.
The Yemenites were offended by his generous behaviour, and formed
a plot to kill him. However, he discovered the conspiracy, and no
opposition was made to his offering as Imam the Friday prayers in
the principal mosque of Cordova. Negotiations were begun, and finally
Yusnf recognised 'Abd-ar-Rahmaa as Emir of Spain in July 756. It wag
1 It tws «t Colonibera Q? VOl&nueya fle Brenes that tbe leader? noticed <
ar-Bahman had no banner.    Accordingly Abu-s-Sabbfih, a Sevillan chief, placed
his turban on the poiat of his lance and, thus unfurled wfcat becaine later
standard of the Umayyads in Spain.
* See Vol. n. p. 360.

